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At present British rule would certainly seem milder than the
rule of the Indian Princes. That indeed is the beauty of British
rule. The Government must please some people in order to run
the administration. The middle classes, therefore, do not have to
submit to perpetual injustice. Since British tyranny has a much
wider field, it is felt by a few individuals to be relatively mild
and, because of long familiarity, we do not even recognize it as
tyranny. The slaves in the southern States in the U.S.A. had come
to love their condition so much, because of their long familiarity
with it that, when they were set free, some of them broke into
tears. They were faced with serious problems such as where to
go, what to do and how to earn their livelihood. Many of us are
in a similar condition. We do not feel the subtle but nonetheless
deadly tyranny of British rule. Many victims of tuberculosis,
though warned by doctors about their condition are deceived by
the flush on their cheeks, not knowing that it is unnatural. They
do not pay attention to the paleness of their legs.

Let me warn the reader that I offer no plea for the Indian
States; I am only describing the country's sad plight. The Indian
States may be bad, but their badness is shielded by the British
Government. On superficial examination, British rule may seem
better flian the rule of the Indian Princes, but in reality it is by
no means so. The British system of Government ruins the people
physically, mentally and spiritually. Indian Princes ruin their
subjects physically for the most part. If British rule gives place to
people's rule, I believe the reform of the Indian States will fol-
low as a matter of course. If the rule of force by white British
arms is replaced by similar rule by brown arms, the change will
bring no benefit to 4he people nor reform the Indian States. Any
thoughtful person will be able to convince himself or herself of
the truth of these two statements.

Though the atmosphere at present is confusing, I clearly
visualize progress of the spinning-wheel and khadi move-
ment. The practice of untouchability is disappearing, and the
Hindus and the Muslims are bound to return to the path of sanity,
if not through reason, then, after fighting with each other. Hence,
my faith that we can win swaraj remains unshaken.

[From Gujarati]
Navqjivan, 19-7-1925